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[Conclusion of Mr. Dellums’ Remarks]
- MEFUGEE LIVING CONDITIONS -

© 'The horrible Hving conditions of the ref-
ugcees have also been generally corroborated
by American GIs and Congressional investi-
gators. Fere Is a (ic'-cnlpuon by David Tuck,
an Infantryman in the US Army:

From what I -could see from these people

" they looked just like thoy were starving . ..

1the December 13,

shortly after we got there [to the refugee

“camp) I was on a work detail to dump some

garbage . . . as soon as we dumped this these
refugees—-a whole Jot, a horde of children, 1t
seemed-—titerally jumped into this sump

- [hole full of garbage} and fought like ani-

mals for the garbage. They also had to he in
thelr yefugee camps at a certain time besause

"2 they showed up outslde our perimeter or

outside the South Vietuamese pertmeter they
wero liable to be shot as V.27

The reason for this sorry state of afialrs
was not far to seek. All the means of liveli~
hood of the refugees had heen destroyed, ofti~
cial relicf was minimal (about 5 cents a day
Per person), and 75 per cent of the money in-
tended for the resettlomont allowances was
siphoned off In graft.®™ In fact, according to
1867 of Song Moi, n con-

" servative Szxigon newspaper, fewer than 6 mil-

lton plasters out of the 71 rnillion allocated

for refugees in Quong Nam ever found their
" way to these people. The same newspaper

writes:

In order to get a place to stay in ihe gov-
ernment “camps for refugees fleelng from
Communism"” people have to go to the au-
thorities at least five to seven times with

bribes, When they have found a place where .

they might be sheltered from the sun and
rain, o few weeks later a “<lecree” would ar-
rive from the district chief or the police di-
rector ordering them to comne in for an In-
vestigation. ‘They would be interrogated
about thelr activities while they were slill
Mving In the countryside: whether they were
had conteet with the Viet Cong or whether
they bad paid thelr rice tax or their annual
tax—all must be told. If the peasant is najve
ond does not understand what the suthorl-

‘tles want [Le, bribes]-—In other words 1f he

does not let thienm snift and smell & few 500~
plaster bills~-he is In deep trouble, ncluding
imprisonment. That is to say, bcmp detained
Tor further investigation! The only thing the
peasant can do now is to call to heaven for
ithe relef of 1is hunger and he ts further dis-
tressed because he cannot carn o Hving [fox

Footnoles at end of m'ticlc.

.
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his famlly]' ... But a peasant who knows
the situation knows that he has to give at
least 10,000 to 15,000 piasters 1o get a place
to stay.

At that time, 10,000 to 15,000 plasiers was
about the same as the monthly salary of a
colonel in the Army or of a university pro-
fessor. On the other hand, it would amount
to the Hfetime savings of a peasant,

Meanwhile, the situation of thos€ peasants
who escaped being taken to the “camps for
refupees fleeing from Communism” but who
instead flocked iato the urban centers was
noti any brighter. Old men and women be-
came beggars. Young boys shined shoes,
washed cars, plcked pockets, and piruped for
thelr sisters or miothers. Girls and young

- wonien became bharmalds and prostitutes.

Older women did laundry and their husbands
drove pedicabs or worked as day laborers—nall
in the service of the Americans who had de-
stroyecd their homes and villages. T'o be sure,
the Americaus were able to "empty out"
parts of the countryside, but they were not
cable to dry up the occan, They only moved
parts of it into the urban centers and it was
in these urban seas that the revolutionary
fish could swim {reely. There was ample evi-
dence pointing to this fact, ¥ere are a few
examples, A New York Times article on May
24, 1987 reported that

Lneryy forces overran Quang Tri city, ‘rhe
province capiial, freed 250 guerrillas from jail
and successfully attacked two replmental
headquarters of the South Vietnamese IMrst
Infantry Division . . .

A few days later, in a series of events that
werg not fully reported at that time, tiey
moved virtually unmolested in Hue, while
the army and the nutional polzcc )’ch {em-
phasis added—ed.]

A seconc cmmp)c is glven by Song, the

CYA-supported Saigon dafly, on December 10,
19G67: .
" Tha enemy forces dld not excced 100 men

while In the provinece capital-{of Quang
Ngat} there were thousands of rifiemen,
many field ofiicers, and all kinds of brave=
looking outfits. The police In white and
striped clothes alone outnumbered the
cnemy forces by four to une and could easily
have
t0o or had cared to shoot. [Emphas!s ndded]
But the American authorities refused to
grasp the significance of these reports and
went ahend with thelr jolicy of “emmptying
the countryside™ until the events af the Tet
olensive of 19468 slapped them celdly in the
face. Althourh the city population hnew of
the planned attacks beforchand and many of
ithem had nefually moved away from the
target ureas, nene of thom reported {6 to the
Americans and the Saigon authoritlest The

population In South Vietnanr's urban celim

ters clearly supported the other side, Learn-
Ing of this, the Americans, Instead of trying
to take back the towns and cities with

© tory.

repulsed the enemy if ey had wanted
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ground troops (which they realized would ba
& near impossibility), made the decision to
bomb them until the NLF forces withdrew.
Some cities were 90 per cent destroyed.

. - POWER OF DENIAL

In any event, the Americans learned a pre-
clous lesson from the Tet cSensive. Thesw
learncd that they had the power of denial,
NLY¥ forces could not take over cities agaln
without risking their destrucdion. Tne more
people you “urbanized” the more dificult [t
would be for the NLF to mobiiize their sup-
port. American academics advising the US
government besan to rehash pacification
theories and clcaxed them in new terms.
Samuel Huntington of Ilarvard University,
for example, wrote in July 1668 that the
United States might have “stumbled upoen'™
A solution to popular wars of gational libera~
tion through “force.-draft -urbanization.™
He argued optimistically thats because of
forced urbanizaticn, ~Time in South Viet-
nam is increasingly on the side of the Gove-
ernment.” ® And American of.cials in Viet-
ham concentrated their efforis on carrying
out the new "“Accelerated Pacification Pro-
gram.” ‘Chere was no more talk abhout “win-
ning hearts and minds.” Nor was there any
more talk of gaining or regaizing more terri-
Henry Kissinger; for exampie, wrote in
his famous articie which anpeared in the
January 1968 issue of Foreign Afairs that
the crux of the pacification prezram was to
get 1nore people and not to giin more tcul-
tory.

The concern row was how to deprive the
“revoluntionary fish” (the guerrillas) of the
water (the rural populationy =s guickly as
pos:sible. “Accelerated Pacification” thus

. meant inereased punishment of the rural

areas ithrough bombing, artillery shelling.
chemical spraying, and “mop-up" operations.
During the first three years of i1he Nizon
administration 7 million tons of high ex-

plosives, or the eguivalent of aboutr three -

times the tonnzge of bombs dropped on all
fronis during the Second Worid War, were
expended on South Vietnam aloue. Out of
this about 3 million tons were delivered by
artiilery strlkes.. The mos ticeable resuit
of these alr and artillery strixzes, f\CCO!(ll.l'
to'the « + *

n

CRATERIZATION
April G, 1971 issne of Look magazine, was
the destruction of dams, dikes and cansls
aud mile upon mtle of “rice fields pockmaried

~wlth miltions of large eraters filled with water

in which malarial mosquitces have been
breeding in epldemic numbers,

During the same perlod €9,000 “mop-up*™
operations involving more than a batialion
of ‘“allled” troops--most of. them Vici-
namese—were  directed  acalnst inhablted
arcas af South Victuam. 'The Saigon regimie
chnimed in early 1972 that 1t carried out an
averape of 300 mop-up operations every day.
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